0...whatever you have h
faithful peopl e who wil
2 Timothy 2:2 (NRSV)

)
o}

THE
NEWSLETTER

Volume 7, Issue 2 May 2011

SEICRLEIEEENE  Theological Education as Formation in Wisdom
theologlcal educatlon |n An Update from Gordon T. Sm|th, President

the developing world One of the recurrent themes that theological educators discuss is the question of
fragmentation and unity to the theological school and the curriculuniver since Edward
Farl ey published his seminal book in the

Education, 6 there has been a vibrant di sc
seminary.

Many of course assume that
what unites theological
education is o
p a st cAndswhilé this might
at first seem both obvious and
compellingdar endt N \
seminaries about preparing A & T M AL A. PN ',
pastors for churches® Group at the Asia Theological Association conference in
certain things are lost when Manila, Philippines

theological formation is

reduced to training for ministry.It so easily becomes onglimensional and shorisighted;
skills development that is suitable for one situation may not translate into anotheAnd
when a theological school is preparing women and men for a lifetime of active service and
leadership, perhaps something deeper and broader needs to anchor the curriculum and
the mission of the theological school.

At the Asia Theological Association
conference held in Manila, Philippines,
in May of 2011, | gave two
presentations in which | suggested that
one of the most compelling
perspectives to emerge in this
conversation is the proposal that
theological education be viewed as,
re Sf\".})u rce fundamentally, formation in
LEADERSHIP INTERNATIONAL wisdom. While there might certainly be
FOR THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION other ways to view the mission of a Gordon Smith teaching at the ATA conference
seminary, oOformation in wisdomd has
the potential to anchor and integrate the work of the faculty, the administration and all
who are invested in forming women and men for leadership in the church and in society,
while serving as a guide, goal and inspiration for the students.
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