
ò...whatever you have heard from me through many witnesses entrust to 

faithful people who will be able to teach others well.ó 

2 Timothy 2:2 (NRSV) 

Resourcing sustainable 

theological education in 

the developing world 

President's Update: Noteworthy 

Developments in Vietnam 
An update from Gordon T. Smith, President 

 

Just under three years ago, I was invited to serve as an 

advisor to the Theological Education Consulting Group, 

a cohort who was gathering annually to assess the 

state of theological education in Vietnam. I was invited 

to work with them at a point where it seemed the 

government of Vietnam was increasingly open to 

permitting formal theological education ð something 

that had not been allowed since 1976 in the south and 

since the mid-50's in the north. Permission had been 

given to the Tin Lahn Church (South) ð Christian & 

Missionary Alliance ð to re-open; and though similar 

permits were not given to the Tin Lahn Church (North) 

or to other groups, more and more church groups were getting official recognition from 

the government. Further, diverse groups were beginning to explore how best to foster 

good formal theological education in this country, in the midst of the government 

restrictions. 

 

Working with this consulting group, 

here is what we have managed so far: 

 

¶ a set of standards for good 

theological education in Vietnam 

that have been vetted and 

reviewed by a remarkably diverse 

group of church and mission 

leaders; 

¶ identification of òbest practicesó for 

foreign agencies, urging mission 

and diaspora Vietnamese groups to 

work internally in Vietnam in a manner that encourages Vietnamese leaders in 

Vietnam to work collaboratively and to give effective leadership to their own 

programs for training leaders for the church; 

¶ consultations with groups in North America and Singapore who are heavily invested 

in Vietnam and who have been encouraged to work collaboratively in Vietnam with 
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other agencies; 

¶ assessment of how an agency like reSource 

can best invest in the future of theological 

education in Vietnam; and 

¶ evaluate how best to provide theological 

resources to support emerging programs in 

theological education for this country. 

 

This all led up to an October 2 consultation in 

Vietnam where I co-chaired a gathering of 22 

church and mission leaders who have a stake in 

the future of theological education for this 

country. The meeting was òhistoricó in many ways, 

but perhaps most of all in that it brought together 

open registered churches along with the leaders of house churches in an effort to foster 

collaboration, mutual encouragement and the sharing of resources. 

 

Next steps: reSource will continue to support the 

emerging program with the Tin Lahn Church 

(south) ð the Institute of Bible and Theology (IBT), 

which will move into its new campus on the 

outskirts of Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon) midway 

through 2010. Their most urgent need: a 

theological library and qualified teaching faculty. 

 

Additionally, we are enthused by the possible 

launch of the Interdenominational Protestant 

Institute, which could serve the other church 

groups; they will be òchartedó under a government 

approved para-church agency; they need the 

same ð qualified faculty and a theological library 

to support their academic programs. 

 

And in the north, in Hanoi, we have had two meetings with a group who have launched a two-year 

program that could perhaps grow into a more comprehensive program of theological training. And 

here too, the crucial needs are faculty and library. 

 

Thank you for your support and prayers; we are very pleased to have played a small part in fostering 

good theological education for this strategic country.  
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